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THE SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION. 

It was with keen interest that some four hundred officers and 
members of the Religious Education Association, and many 
Philadelphia hundred more of its friends, gathered at Philadel- 
Convention phia the first week in March for the second Annual 
of the R.E.A. Convention. With vivid memories of the Chicago 
meeting of a year ago, and with high anticipations of an elabo- 
rate program already publicly announced, it is not strange that 
there was widespread enthusiasm and eager waiting for the 
second Annual Convention. The Philadelphia Committee of 
Arrangements, one hundred strong, composed of prominent citi- 
zens engaged in every branch of religious work, had made full 
preparation for this extensive series of meetings. 

From the first session of the Council on Wednesday morning 
until the last general session on Friday evening, the Convention 
was one vast whirl of meetings and addresses. On Thursday and 
Friday afternoons there were simultaneous sessions of twelve 
departments meeting in different churches and halls in the cen- 
tral part of the city. On Thursday afternoon the members of 
the Association were tendered a reception by the courtesy of the 
city of Philadelphia in Old Independence Hall, the host being 
Hon. John Wanamaker, of Philadelphia. The First Baptist 
Church, of which Dr. Kerr Boyce Tupper is pastor, was in every 
way ideal as headquarters for the Convention. The church was 
constantly crowded at the sessions held there. The Academy 
of Music on Wednesday night, and the Grace Baptist Temple on 
Friday night, were also filled with an eager and earnest audience 
ready to receive the best that the speakers could give. 
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No such program, in fact, had ever been offered to any audi- 
ence anywhere. Not even the program of a year ago was its 
A Most equal, for the whole number of addresses given at 

Remarkable Philadelphia exceeded one hundred, twice as many 
rogram ag at Chicago m (.fog f; rst Convention. The Presi- 

dent's Annual Address, by Dean Frank K. Sanders, of Yale 
University, was a most inspiring report of progress and exposition 
of the aims, methods, and spirit of the Association. The main 
theme of the whole meeting was "The Bible in Practical Life," 
and all the addresses bore directly upon this subject. How to 
make the Bible intelligible and effective in the life of today 
received an attention and an exposition unequaled. Dr. Thomas 
C. Hall spoke upon "The Unique Character and Value of the 
Bible as an Interpreter of Life," Bishop Alexander Mackay- 
Smith spoke upon "Its Adequacy in Dealing with the Crises and 
Emergencies of Life," and Dr. Edward Judson upon " Its Impor- 
tance as a Factor in Promoting Spiritual Efficiency and Growth." 
This was the program of the first evening. On the second even- 
ing Professor John C. McFadyen spoke upon "The Qualities 
Which Make the Bible Educationally Valuable," Miss Josephine 
L. Baldwin upon "The Contact of Biblical Material with the 
Experience of the Child," Professor George E. Dawson upon 
"The Contact of Biblical Material with Adolescent Life," and 
President W. H. P. Faunce upon "The Co-ordination of the 
Bible with Other Subjects of Study." On the last evening of 
the Convention Professor Francis G. Peabody spoke upon "The 
Bible's Recognition of the Social Needs and Relationships of 
Man," and Dr. Russell H. Conwell on "The Bible's Solution of 
the Practical Problems of Modern Life." These are only a few 
of the great themes with which the Convention dealt. The chief 
interest, perhaps, centered upon "The Annual Survey of Progress 
in Religious and Moral Education" presented by President 
Charles Cuthbert Hall on Friday morning. 

The men and women who gave the addresses of the program 
represented the best that America affords in every branch of reli- 
gious thought, and in every agency of religious education. There 
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were speakers from thirty-five of the leading universities, col- 
leges, and theological seminaries of America (Harvard, Yale, 
Princeton, Chicago, Brown, Pennsylvania, Columbia, 
Representative Amherst) Toronto, Dartmouth, Wesleyan, Vander- 
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bilt, and many other Universities; Wellesley, Mount 
Holyoke, and Baltimore Woman's Colleges; Union, Crozer, New- 
ton, Garrett, Hartford, Auburn, and other theological seminaries). 
There were representative ministers from two dozen of the 
leading city churches of the country. There were speakers rep- 
resenting the Christian Endeavor movement, the International 
Sunday School Association, the American Sunday School Union, 
the Young Men's Christian Associations of the leading cities, 
settlement workers, librarians from several cities, and eminent 
public and private school officials. Of the different religious 
denominations of the country there were speakers from the 
Congregational, Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Free Baptist, 
Episcopal, Cumberland Presbyterian, Reformed, Dutch Reformed, 
Lutheran, Quaker, Unitarian, and Jewish churches. 

It may thus be seen that the Convention brought together a 
body of men such as had never been gathered before, who stood 
Unity of upon a common ground of purpose and effort to 

Thought and work together for the promotion of religious and 
Action moral education. There was a complete submer- 

ging of all those superficial differences of opinion and practice 
which commonly divide denominations and separate the varied 
institutions which were represented in the Convention. With 
great unanimity and conviction the Convention devoted itself 
to a search for the fundamental truths of religious experi- 
ence and of moral duty. Out of such fellowship there must 
come a great awakening of the true religious spirit and endeavor 
toward better things. All who were present in the Convention 
felt, and will continue to feel, the tremendous uplift of the meet- 
ing, and must live to realize its thoughts and plans. 

The distinctive feature of the Philadelphia Convention, as 
compared with that of a year ago, was the departmental ses- 
sions. As is well known, the work of the Association is organ- 
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ized under seventeen Departments. All of these but two had 
separate meetings at Philadelphia, to present a special program 
Success of the an< * to transact business. The public was invited to 
Departmental attend any of these meetings, and in some instances 
Meetings the attendance was large. But the primary purpose 

of the departmental meetings was that the officers and workers 
in each branch of religious education might confer on the work 
of the Department, discuss the conditions of the field, make plans 
for the work of the ensuing year, and start the activities. This 
inauguration of the work of the Departments was satisfactorily 
accomplished in every instance, while in several Departments 
there was manifest the previous clear vision and energy of efficient 
officers. 

By means of these departmental meetings also the compre- 
hensive scope of the Association was made plain. The current 
notion that- the Sunday school is practically the only agency for 
religious and moral education has led many to think of this 
movement as a new Sunday-school organization. The Conven- 
tion demonstrated the fact that at least sixteen agencies in 
addition to the Sunday school are actually engaged in producing 
the religious and moral education of our day. What this means 
for humanity we are just beginning to see. Let these seventeen 
agencies do their work intelligently, earnestly, and energetically; 
then progress will be rapidly made. Above all, religion truly 
conceived was shown to be, not obsolete, but one of the great 
permanent, living forces that make for individual and social 
well-being. 

The practical value of the Bible for present conditions was 
the keynote of every address. The notion sometimes expressed 
The Modern that modern scholars find the Bible to be of little 
Appreciation practical use for modern times was absent entirely 
of the Bible f rom the Convention. The Bible was repeatedly 
exalted as the unique and supreme book of religious faith and 
moral practice. More loving language regarding it was never 
used ; a higher appreciation of it was never found ; the constant 
opinion expressed was that the Bible was inadequately known, 
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and too little influential in modern life. The study of the Bible 
for the purpose of understanding it, and of applying it, was con- 
stantly insisted upon. Many speakers held that the Bible should 
be used in all schools, public and private, on all days of the week; 
others thought it impracticable to give religious instruction in 
the public schools, but were of the opinion that the Bible was 
not competently or adequately taught on Sunday. 

This emphasis upon the Bible, this earnest belief that the 
Scriptures have a most important message to the present day, 
and that we are not listening to it and being guided by it as we 
should, gave satisfaction to many persons who before the Con- 
vention had been in doubt as to the real spirit of the Religious 
Education Association. Former friends were strengthened in 
their devotion to the movement, new friends became permanently 
attached to it. 

A great many of the addresses were directly concerned with 

the question as to how to use the Bible at the present time to 

secure to it the largest influence. This was the case 

E not only in the general sessions, but in the depart- 
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mental sessions as well. The portions of the Bible 
which are best adapted to the child at the different stages of its 
growth, the art of telling Bible stories, the memorizing of Scrip- 
ture passages, and many other special problems were discussed. 
In the sessions of the Sunday School Department much attention 
was given to the question of graded biblical instruction, showing 
how the Bible furnished material suitable to the different grades 
of a well-constructed curriculum. Always the historical inter- 
pretation of the Bible was implied. It is gratifying to see that 
for practical religious purposes the historical interpretation of the 
Bible is now assumed as a basis of its use. 

The addresses given at the Convention in Philadelphia are 
to be published soon in the second annual Volume of Pro- 
The Volume ceedings of the Religious Education Association. 
of Convention Thousands of people who have secured the first vol- 
Addresses ume con taining the addresses of the Chicago Con- 
vention, and have found them a unique discussion of the whole 
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subject of religious education, will await with eagerness the pub- 
lication of this new volume. There was never such a series of 
addresses as was given at Philadelphia, and their publication in 
book form will make a work without an equal for all who are 
interested to know the best that can be said and done at the 
present time in the direction of religious and moral education. 

The Religious Education Association enters upon its second 
year thoroughly established. During the past twelve months 
Permanence and tne organization has passed from the experimental 
Opportunity of stage to permanence. The elaborate machinery 
the Association has been set ; n mot j on anc j tested; few changes 

have been found necessary; the great work has been taken up in 
all its branches and is running smoothly. Hundreds of the best- 
trained and most effective men and women in the religious and 
educational world have devoted themselves to this movement. 
This assures the success of the Association. Cordial co-operative 
relations have been established with the other great organizations 
in this field, such as the International Sunday School Associa- 
tions, the Young Men's Christian Associations, and the Young 
People's Societies. The way in which this Association can help 
other organizations has become clear. 

A great forward movement in religious and moral education 
has found embodiment and expression in the Religious Educa- 
tion Association. Education once more appears as the develop- 
ment of the whole man. Character and social service are once 
more seen to be the end of education, not intellectual astuteness 
or general information. The spiritual has again been given 
dominance over the intellectual. The fundamental place of 
religion in the true growth of the individual and of society is 
recognized, as well as the inseparable quality of all the essential 
elements of education. The great opportunity of this Associa- 
tion is to proclaim and to expound these ideas, to show how 
they can and should transform much of the current training, and 
to promote in every way an ideal education in which religion 
and morality shall have their rightful place. 



